
This year the Moorabool U3A Annual 
General Meeting is to be held at St 
Bernard’s Parish hall. Committee members 
are elected for a two year term. This year a 
number of the Committee positions will be 
up for election or re-election. 
After the formal business the Keynote 
Speaker will be Jeff Jones. 
The A. G. M. will conclude with a light 

supper. Both the Nomination form 
for Committee 
and formal 
announcement 
is on page 
three. 

Tea Time Talk for April 

The April Tea Time Talk to be held at the 
Baptist Church on Wednesday 27th April 
will have as guest speaker Mr Jason Major, 
manager of TechNyou at the University of 
Melbourne’s Bio21 Institute.  

The Institute was successful in their 
tender bid to manage the Australian 
Government’s TechNyou Outreach 
program for 18 months (5/5/2010). It is 
an initiative of the Australian 
Government's Department of Innovation, 
Industry, Science and Research (DIISR) to 
provide information to the Australian 
public on emerging technologies such as 

bio- and nanotechnologies.  

TechNyou is to provide a balanced and 
factual information on science and 
associated issues, along with opportunities 
for the public to engage with scientists 
and other experts on the potential uses for 
these technologies. It is a public outreach 
program that tries to engage the public on 
issues surrounding emerging technologies 
such as stem cells, nanotechnologies, GM 
foods, genetic testing…and so on. 

We encourage all members to attend and 
to bring visitors as this can be an 
interesting and lively forum. 
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Annual 
General 
Meeting. 

Moorabool U3A Committee of Management has decided to offer support to the Bacchus Marsh 
Dementia Information and Support Network. Patricia Liversidge has been nominated as the 
liason person. 

Meetings of the Support Network are being held on a regular basis with a Guest Speaker. 
We will bring information to you when available. 



The Joy of the Garden 

One thing 
finishes and 

we pass on to 
the next 

function or 
whatever is in 
the pipeline 
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The Gladioli and the Lillies have gone, the Dahlias were brief but 
beautiful and the Shasta Daisies were rained out - a bit like life. One 
thing finishes and we pass on to the next function or whatever is in the 
pipeline. Elections for U3A are in the pipeline. Have you thought who will 
run this organisation for the next year? If you would like a nomination 
form, just ring a committee member. We need secretary, a minute 
secretary as well as committee members. (And volunteers to take on 
minor tasks to assist the Committee. (Editor.)) 
 
If you summer pruned your roses you will be rewarded with new 
growth and flowers. This is life, grow, prune and restore that zest for 
life and new friends and activities. Welcome to the new people who 
have moved to the Marsh. You will have pruned your possessions to 
move. Now you are ready to join in Bacchus Marsh activities. 
 
U3A CAN BE FUN! 

Jennie. 

It’s that time of  year again! We are fundraising by selling  bulbs. 
Last year we made $95 from selling Tesselaar bulbs, and this year 
the committee have decided to do it again.  
We get to keep 45% of  all sales, which last year paid for a lot of  
our petty cash needs. So, if  you are planning to plant daffodils or 
snowdrops or bluebells or any other pretty bulb for spring then 
ring Jackie Matters on 0431 844 069, and she will get a catalogue 
to you. You can also speak to the satisfied customers from last 
year for their recommendation and commendation. 
 

Jackie 

Fundraising with Flowering Bulbs. 



Class Notes 

Scrabble… a 
word game 
that was 
half luck, 
half skill. 
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Games - Scrabble 
 

Tuesday mornings a dedicated group get together to play  card, tile or 
board games. One of the games played is Scrabble®. Originally created 
by architect, Alfred Mosher Butts who disliked dice games (they were 
all down to luck), he felt that all-skill games, like chess, were too high-
brow for the general public. He developed a word game that was half 
luck, half skill, which he called Lexico. The popularity of crosswords 
gave him the idea of letters combined with a playing board, in which 
words could be joined in the manner of a crossword. This is the game 
played today with its 100 tiles.  
 
Lets Make a Quilt - Queensland flood relief 
 

A box was Packed and posted on Friday 28th January (around 17 kg) to 
Queensland Quilters Inc. for Queensland flood relief distribution. The 
box containing 13 quilts, 5 wall hangings, King Bed flat sheet and KB 
Doona cover was sent on behalf of Geelong Patchwork & Quilters’ 
Guild, Bacchus Marsh Friendship Quilters and Moorabool U3A ‘Let’s 
Make a Quilt’ group. 
For further information on our quilting group see Judy Alcock. 
 
Mahjong. 
 

Mahjong, the tile game that is over 2000 years old, is played (the 
western version) on a Monday morning by a small group of enthusiastic 
players. They even found ways to get together during the break to keep 
playing. The group returned to our venue at the beginning of this Term 
and expressed their enjoyment at such a challenging game. 
 
Tea Time Talk. 
 

The Tea Time Talk this month will be held on Wednesday 23rd at the 
Baptist Church. Our guest speaker will be Father Brian Glasheen 
(Bacchus Marsh Catholic Parish) giving us a talk on pastoral care. At 
the conclusion of the talk we will have a friendly cuppa. Visitors are 
invited to attend and enjoy the friendly atmosphere. 

To attend all classes 
and groups, 

members must be 
financial and 
registered. 

Registration renewal 
forms were included 

in the November 
2010 3-News 
newsletter. 



Members Bar B Que. 

If the weather 
is fine we will 

be outside. 
What fun!  
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David and I will host a BBQ on Sunday 27th March 12:30pm at McFarland 
St. It will be a sharing caring lunch for all members of Moorabool U3A and 
their partners.  
 
You will need to phone me if you would like to come or write it on a piece of 
paper and give that to me. (My memory lapses at times!!) I will organise folk 
to bring a desert or salad or breadsticks or whatever. We will supply sausages 
and hamburgers and of course the BBQ, 
 
If the weather is fine we will be outside. What fun! No cost, just what you 
bring and course what you would like to drink. Tea and coffee supplied. 
 
Good conversation guaranteed, laughter and merriment provided by you. 
Good street parking available.  

Jennie 

Jigawatts? 

Further reading seems to indicate overseas 
preference for a sharp ‘g’ or ‘ji’ for the first 
‘g’ and the second ‘g’ to be soft. Si (Le 
Système International d'Unités (SI) ) has a 
bit both ways with JIG-uh or GIG-uh.  
With the spelling of the word, gigawatt is 
OK but jigawatt isn’t correct.  
www.simetric.co.uk/ uses Si standards and 
ignores pronunciation. So which is correct? 
We are going to sit back and see if 
common usage dictates which way to go. 
Confused? You bet! 

Last month I used the spelling jigawatts in 
the Christmas musing article. Jigawatts, 
gigawatts; are they the same? And what is 
the correct punctuation? The term watts is a 
measure of power, the prefix is the part that 
raises questions. Bytes, gigabytes are the 
terms used in computer circles. Is our 
pronunciation wrong? The Merriam-
Webster.com/dictionary defines gigawatt as- 
noun \ji-gᴅ -wät, gi-\. The US metric 
association has giga - Jig-uh or Gig-uh for 
the prefix. For the record, giga is the prefix 
for 1000,000,000 or 109.  

Newsetter submission closing date 

In order to distribute this newsletter to members on the first of the month, we have date 
limitations to meet for photocopying. The copying is done for us by our Federal MP Catherine 
King. We have arranged for the master to be at Catherine’s Bacchus Marsh office on a Friday for 
pickup on the following Friday. The pickup is the last Friday of the month. The submission 
closing date is chosen as the last chance to get class notes etc. into the newsletter. The closer to 
that date the submission arrives, the lesser chance of inclusion in the newsletter. Be aware. 
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Web:  mooraboolu3a.com 
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Moorabool U3A Inc. 

PO Box 1074 Bacchus Marsh 3340 

Copyright Statutory Education License—
non-commercial. 

LICENSE No. SE 5197 

Moorabool U3A Inc. comes under the 
license as taken out by U3A Network 
Victoria for educational purposes. We 

will acknowledge the owner of the 
copyright material (if known). Full details 

are available on request. 

Diary Notes Copyright Information. 
Please place the following dates in your diary . 

1 The March Tea Time Talk will start at 10:30 on Wednesday 23rd at the Baptist Church. 
Father Brian Glasheen will talk on pastoral care, followed by a cuppa. 

2 Annual General Meeting - 2pm, 18th March. Details page 5. 
3 The informal afternoon tea is cancelled as it has been replaced by the Annual General 

Meeting 
4 Chess demonstration and promotion at the Bacchus Marsh Village Shopping Centre, 

12th March 2011. 
5 Members BBQ, 27th March. Details  -page 4. 

Moorabool U3A Inc. wishes to acknowledge the support of the following organisations. 

Bacchus Marsh 
Village 

Shopping Centre 
Department of Planning 

and Community Development. 

Moorabool Shire 
Council 

2009 Winter Grant. 

Bacchus Marsh 
Community College Inc. 

‘The Laurels’ 

Acknowledgement 

Bacchus Marsh  
Rotary Club 

Bacchus Marsh 
Baptist 
Church 

Baby Black 
Espresso Bar 

Darley 
Neighbourhood 

House 

Catherine King MP 

Federal Member for 
Ballarat 

Bacchus Marsh 
Retirement 

Living. 

ACFE 
Adult Community & 
Further Education. 
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Bacchus 
Marsh 

College 

The Loot 
Cottage Garden 

Cafe 

Additional information about up and coming events can be found on our web site at www.mooraboolu3a.com/events.html 

E&OE 


