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 Welcome to Term Two 
With our membership steadily growing and a  wide range of 

interesting groups to attract a wide variety of interests, we welcome 

our many opportunities to meet  friends and to participate in our 

activities.  We welcome old and new friends and appreciate  the 

time and effort put in by our leaders and office bearers.  

 



 Garden Group News 
On the 5th of April these enthusiastic Garden group members enjoyed Grayse’s hospitality and the 
expertise of Lyn who gave a demonstration and  lots of good advice and tips on potting 
orchids.   Grayse’s gardening skills never cease to amaze, displayed in a compact back yard 
jammed packed with flourishing plants. 
After the orchid potting the happy group adjourned to Van’s Vietnamese café in Nelson Street for 

lunch to sample new and inspiring international dishes. Thanks Helen for that report 

Left: Lyn, 

Marg and 

Brenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

Right Rosa, 

and below 

left Wendy, 

get stuck 

into division. 

Above left: Jackie watches Lyn and 

Grayse 

Above Grayse and Elaine discuss,  with Jackie and 

Lyn behind. 



More Garden Group Pictures Thanks Helen and Wendy 

Lunch at Van’s Vietnamese café Left to right: Grayse, Jackie, Marg, Helen, Judy, 

Rosa, Wendy and Elaine. 

Above Elaine. 

Right: the finished, repotted 

orchids.  



The Brush up your Shakespeare Group 

After gaining deeper knowledge of many Shakespeare plays 

this group has currently branched out to be reminded of other 

classical writers beginning with The Canterbury Tales by 

Geoffrey Chaucer. 

The German Language Group  

Congratulations to our leader, Herr Roger  

who recently celebrated his marriage with his partner Julie. 

Members of this group have been acquiring copies of : Deutche Sprachlehre fur Auslander 1 and 

will be working through this text after the holidays in Term 2 on Friday mornings from 10 until 11 

AM at Darley Neighbourhood House. Some group members already have some German 

language so there is opportunity for participants to help each other while Leader Roger provides 

the expertise of his experience as a language teacher and imparts his skill with correct 

pronunciation.  

Above: Group member Bill left  

with Leader Roger 

 Ann and Frank: two of the members of 

the German language Group 

Happy Easter  

Everyone! 



Who’s  Who in U3A  Anneli Rickards  

Distinguished Weaver 

My sisters told me later that I was a size of a small cat. My grandmother made sure that I 

survived. I was very lucky to be educated in Helsinki and to spend long school holidays on 

my grandparent’s farm. Growing up I developed an interest in farming, craft and travelling. I 

met my husband Peter in England and we were married in Helsinki. At the time Peter was 

working for an English company in Lagos, Nigeria. So off I went to “darkest Africa”! What a 

contrast to my Finnish heritage. I have strong memories of indigo dye watts, men and 

women weaving with primitive looms using natural fibres and delicate silks. I treasure my 

Kente cloth. Few years later we moved to Hampshire in UK, another culture and traditions 

to experience. I became very English and still love my cucumber sandwiches. Over fifty 

years ago we moved to Perth, Western Australia .I was ready to learn professionally the 

craft of weaving but in those days there were no Colleges or University teaching it in Perth. 

I ordered a floor loom from Finland and learned from books. 1980 we moved to Geelong 

Victoria. I had already enrolled to the Melbourne College of Textiles for a two year course. 

We had purchased a 42 acre property and I had a large studio building built for me. 

“Downunda Weavers Studio and Gallery” was born. It was hard to keep up with demand so 

I had 40 other craft people’s works for sale as well as mine. One day driving around Colac I 

saw the most beautiful fields of blue flowers. I could not believe that flax (linseed oil 

variety) was grown in Victoria. I used to crawl in the flax fields in Finland as a baby. Later on 

I helped in harvesting and processing it to flax fibre. Grandma hand spun the fibre to a linen 

thread. She wove it .I still have my grandmothers hand woven linen sheets and towels. On 

the farm in Geelong we planted flax. I found a skilled carpenter who made me the 

authentic hand tools from Otway’s timbers.  

I was born in Helsinki, two week after Russia attacked 

Finland. I was two months premature baby and Helsinki 

was being evacuated. On Christmas Eve my father was 

allowed to use an army vehicle and take me and my 

mother 360 km up country to my grandparent’s farm.  

Just out of Helsinki, they hastily woke up a priest and 

demanded him to christen me, as they did not expect 

me to survive the journey as I was only 6 days old.  



Anneli Rickards continued 
 
My grandmother’s spinning wheel was taken out of retirement. I was hooked. I wove in 
commercial Irish linen yarns and beautiful died yarns from Finland. Soon I discovered 
Australian ultra-fine Merino yarns. So I became a weaver, importer, lecturer and teacher. I 
travelled overseas to conferences. My talks on the” History of Flax “and demonstrations 
“from plant/fibre/yarn to cloth” using the authentic tools, became popular for groups.  
The demand for my weavings grew daily. I was constantly exploring different patterns and 
methods. I was awarded in 2005 Cross of Merit of Order of the White Knight Rose of 
Finland ( the president of Finland awards there)and the 2010 Victoria’s Multicultural 
Awards for Excellence Medal for Meritorious Service to the Community 
But how our life can change overnight. Due to illness in the family and me developing 

Rheumatoid arthritis, sadly we had to sell the farm. I am now weaving in smaller scale in 

linen and dying the warps myself. My life has been about preserving traditional handcraft. 

After moving to Bacchus Marsh and joining U3A, I have met such wonderful people with so 

many interests. I do enjoy the gardening club and the discussion group with U3A. Life is not 

what you take but what you give.   

Anneli pictured 

at her  workshop 

displaying her 

skill and some of 

her work. 

Below samplers 

of Anneli’s fine 

weaving. 



  Thanks Terry for the picture of the First Thursday Book Group  

Thanks also Terry for the picture of The Coffee Club  

Pictured: Jeni, Chris, Anice, Jackie, Rosa and Yvonne 

Pictured at Lola’s on the 3rd April: Sharon, Lyn, Mazi, David and Yvonne. 

We trust that Easter is a time of enrichment for all. 



COURSE  TIMETABLE – 2019       

Monday 
French – Weekly  
 Beginners: 10.00 - 11.00am 
 Advanced: 11.00 - 12.00am 
Lerderderg Library. Jean Ormes Room  
 Cost 3.00.  Contact: Roger 0417 348 991 
 
Science and Maths 2- Weekly 1.00 - 3.00 pm  
With "The Doc” at Darley N'Hood House 
Contact:  Pamela 0402 987 039 
Cost 4.00 
 
2nd Monday Book Club - 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
2nd Monday of month at Lerderderg Library 
Contact:  Davina: 0487 770 362 

Tuesday 
Tai Chi:  

Each Tuesday. 11.00 - 12.00pm   
Providence Village Hall 
Instructor: Jan 5367 8750  
 

Third Tuesday Book Club:  

3rd Tuesday of month 2.00 - 4.00pm 
At Lerderderg Library  
Contact: Heather or Alan 9746  0317 
 
Games - Cards and Board Games: 

4th Tuesday of month.  2.00 - 4.00 pm  
Providence Village Hall 
Contact: Adrian 5367 5341 

Wednesday 
Painting for fun:   
Every Wednesday 9.30 - 12.00 pm, Darley N’hood House 
Contact:  Laurel 0423 500 019,   Cost $4.00  

 
Seated Meditation and Mindfulness  

Every Wednesday, 12.15 am - 1.30 pm, Cost $4.00.  

 Child Care Centre (Adjacent to Darley N'hood House) 

Contact Lena 0424 464 646 

Brush up your Shakespeare:  

Every  Wednesday 1.30 - 3.00pm  
 Lerderderg Library, Jean Ormes Room 
Contact: Geoff 0400 367 288, Cost $4.00 
 
Coffee Club: 1st Wednesday of month, coffee/tea and a 
chat. 10.30 am onwards. Venue varies each month.  
Contact: Sharon 0407 480 207   
 

Thursday 
Quilt Making - Weekly 9.30 – 12.30pm,   Darley N’hood House.  
Cost $4.00 
Contact: Judy 0408 582 272 
 
Discussion Group: Current Affairs Discussion 
 3rd Thursday of month. 10.00 - 12.00pm 
Lerderderg Library , Cost $4.00 
Contact:  Terry 0412 939 935 
 
Mah Jong: Weekly 1.00 - 3.30 pm  

Darley N'hood House Cost $4.00 

Contact: Adrian 5367 5341  

 

Science and Maths 1: Weekly 1.00 - 3.00pm 
Darley N'hood House.Cost $4.00 
Contact Pamela 0402 987 039 
 
Singalong:  2nd Thursday of month 
1.30 - 3.00 pm Providence Village Hall. 
Contact: Sharon 0407 480 207  
  
1st Thursday Book Club: 1st Thursday of month 
2.00 – 4.00 pm at Lerderderg Library  
Contact:  Adrian or Jeni 5367 5341  

Friday 
German Language:  Weekly 10.00 - 11.00am 
Darley N'hood House. Cost $4.00. 
Contact Roger 0417 348 991 
 
Play reading and The Speakeasy Radio Players:  

This activity currently in abeyance. Hoping to restart in near 

future. T.B.A. 

Other Activities - Not day Specific: 
  Introduction to computers:  
   Once a term workshops 
   at Darley Neighbourhood House . 
   Dates to be advised. Cost $4.00 
 
   Genealogy - Contact Fran 0420 429 783  
 
   iT Help - Computers, iPads, Phones etc.  
   Ring Ross for appointment 0418 514 496 
 
   Gardening Group - Meets on an irregular basis 
    For visits to gardens and other related activities  
    Contact Wendy 0411 889179 or Mazi 0409 245 881  
         
NOTE: Some classes have limited numbers and may be at capacity. Call 

contact for information. 



 From the Brush Up Your Shakespeare Group .  

                                                                              Thanks Margaret S. for this contribution 


