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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Table Tennis  - now playing every Friday 3 pm to 5 pm at DNH&LC    

Friday 15th July was the first session of Table Tennis at the Darley Neighbourhood House and Learning 

Centre. For two hours from 3pm 8 members worked off the rust and had great fun batting the little white 

ball across the table. Most admitted to not having picked up a bat in many years; and it showed for the 

first hour with many missed shots and lots of “Sorry!”. By the sec-

ond hour however, the skills re-appeared and players were enjoy-

ing good rallies with some competitive streaks appearing. All 

agreed it was an enjoyable first session.  

 

L-R: Terry, Marianne, Doug, Karen, Ian, John, Jane. Christine also 
attended.    Image by Karen Davey. 

 

There will have been many more sessions by the time this news-

letter is pub-

lished. Two ta-

bles are available. Everyone who turns up is guaranteed 

to get a game. All skill levels are welcome. 

Contact Doug Soden on 0412 035 356 for more de-

tails. Darley Neighbourhood House and Learning Cen-

tre is located at 33-35 Jonathon Drive, Darley.  

 

 

L-R: Terry, Karen, Ian, Christine. Image by John Spain. 

• Table Tennis has started  -  see story below. 
• Changes and Milestones,  page 2 
• Citizen Science  -  a primer, page 3 
• Christmas in July, and Remember when, page 4 
• Shakespeare group receives generous dona-

tion, page 5 

• Computer Help at the Lerderderg Library, page 6 
• Garden Group getting ready for Spring, page 6 
• Where have all the workers gone?  Page 7 
• Thanks for recycling, page 8 
• October 2022 Victorian Seniors Festival, page 8 



 

Bacchus Marsh U3A NEWSLETTER September 2022, Volume 14, Issue 4 

Changes and Milestones 

State Minister changes of responsibilities 

The Hon. Anthony Carbines MP, the State Member for Ivanhoe, who visited Bacchus Marsh U3A in 

June as the Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers, Child Protection and Family Services [see last issue] 

now has new responsibilities in the Victorian State Government. He is now the Minister for Police, 

Crime Prevention and Racing.        [Editor note: Dare I say some irony in that collection of duties?] 

His former responsibilities now are being looked after by the Hon. Colin Brooks MP, 

the State Member for Bundoora. Let’s hope we get to meet the [new] Minister soon. May-

be the monthly Discussion Group might be a suitable occasion? 

Image courtesy State Parliament of Victoria 

State Electorate changes of interest to Bacchus Marsh residents 

At the November 2022 State elections most of us will be selecting the Member for Eureka; the brand new 

seat created as a result of electoral boundary changes. One of our local MPs, the Hon. Michaela Settle, 

the current State Member for Buningyong has put up her hand to contest Eureka as the electorate of 

Buningyong will disappear under the new boundaries. 

Thank you Yvonne Foster for many years of BM U3A treasurership 

On 24th June 2022, Bacchus Marsh U3A members gathered at Stoney’s Pub to celebrate the many years 

of service as club Treasurer by Yvonne Foster. Yvonne has handed the reins to Marie Dempsey. 

To mark the occasion, BM U3A President Helen Brown presented Yvonne with a Life Membership of our 

club. BM U3A Secretary Sharon Moore also presented Yvonne a potted plant from all members. A good 

lunch with bright conversation ensued. Thanks Yvonne! 
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Citizen Science  -  What’s it all about? 

According to the National Geographic Society (yep, the magazine with yellow covers) : “Citizen science is the practice 

of public participation in scientific research to increase scientific knowledge”.  

If you are looking for a worthwhile activity to fill in some spare time, why not consider citizen science? 

• Why is citizen science important? 

 For participants, citizen science develops an understanding of the real world, and the interlinking  of  different 

elements of the biosphere  and ecosystems.  Importantly, it develops an awareness of the impact of human 

development on plants and animals that are often overlooked or ignored and threatened with extinction. 

 Citizen science enables large-scale data collection  of many samples, across a wide geographical area. Such data 

enables appropriate environmental stewardship policies to be developed and implemented. 

• Where to look for  more information relevant to Australia: 

 https://australian.museum 

 https://www.csiro.au/en/education/Get-involved/Citizen-science/Projects 

 https://conservationvolunteers.com.au 

 

• Local groups that may be of interest to citizen scientists: 

 Moorabool Environment Group (https://www.mooraboolenvironmentgroup.org.au/Home) 

 Bacchus Marsh  Platypus Alliance (https://www.platypusalliance.org.au/) 

 

What’s your experience in Citizen Science? Please share your experiences and knowledge with us. You can send an email 

to the Editor of this newsletter (John Spain)  at john@omapa.net or send a text to  0468 453 340.  

Image of Leadbeater’s Possum that is 

classified as “critically endangered”. 

Image courtesy of Zoos Victoria 

Image of Eltham Copper Butterfly that is 

classified as “threatened”. 

Image copyright State of Victoria (DELWP) 

Image of Bacchus Marsh Wattle 

(Acacia rostriformis)  that is clas-

sified as “vulnerable”. Image 

courtesy of Wikimedia Commons, 

User “Melburnian”, Licence 

https://creativecommons.org/

licenses/by/3.0/deed.en 
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53 years ago, NASA’s Apollo 11 mission placed two  

humans on the moon’s surface and then successfully 

brought them back home; first to their spaceship and 

then to Earth. This image was taken by Michael Collins 

who remained aboard the command module while his 

crewmates Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin Jr walked 

on the moon’s surface. The image depicts the lunar land-

ing module returning from the surface to dock with the 

command module. I like this image because it depicts the 

landing module, the pinnacle of technology in 1969, the 

barren surface of the Moon, and Earth,  a small blue 

sphere in the vast blackness of space. The Moon landing 

was the culmination of centuries of Science. Of course 

Science has moved on since 1969 and millions of discov-

eries, some startling, some worrying and all interesting have enabled powerful technologies considered 

fanciful back at the time of  the first Moon landing. And space travel is becoming a private enterprise. 

Image: Lunar Landing Module returning to Command Module 
Public Domain image from Apollo11 Mission. 

 Photographed by Michael Collins, NASA Astronaut, 21 July 1969 
 

Text: John Spain 
 

Remember when? 

Christmas in July 

Friday 22nd July saw members celebrate “Christmas in July” at Stoney’s Club. This is a traditional mid-

year event for Bacchus Marsh U3A and once again proved a popular social event. This year we were  

honoured by a quick visit from Moorabool Mayor Tom Sullivan who was working in Maddingley carrying 

out mayoral duties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image by Sharon Moore .                     Image by John Spain. 
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Members of the Shakespeare and English Literature are 

thrilled to be the recipients of a large and valuable boxed 

DVD set of Shakespeare’s plays, graciously  

donated by a member, Ron Norton, who has unfortunately 

had to retire from attending the group because of ill health. 

We are thinking of Ron at this difficult time. 

We meet every Wednesday during Term Time at 1.30 PM 

at the Lerderderg Library in Bacchus Marsh. 

Our Group has been reading through Shakespeare’s plays 

one by one, the participants taking the parts, scene by scene. Of course this leads to discussions about the 

characters and the plots. 

We are led by retired literature teacher, Geoff who also leads us through sonnets and other works of poetry 

and prose. 

Between our readings of the plays we watch them on DVDs, and have also appreciated a DVD lecture se-

ries about the plays and their themes that have been supplied by Shirley, one of our members. 

Occasionally we have attended live performances of various Shakespeare plays when they have been per-

formed in the city.  Some of our members recently enjoyed lunch prior to a performance of “A Comedy of 

Errors” at the Arts Centre.  

Yes, we do have vacancies for more U3A members to join us. Contact Geoff 0400 367 288 

 
Text by Judy Archer. Image by Helen Brown. 

Shakespeare Group get generous donation of DVD set 

Misquoted Shakespeare 

Many of Shakespeare’s lines or “quotes” that we enjoy and share as part of our English-speaking litera-

ture tradition are often incorrectly quoted, and sometimes are not even Shakespeare’s work at all. Such 

as: 

• “Bubble, bubble, toil and trouble” 

 Written in Macbeth as “Double, double, toil and trouble, fire burn and cauldron bubble.” 
 

• “Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all.” 

 Not Shakespeare, but Alfred Lord Tennyson in his poem “In Memoriam A.H.H”, final canto. 

 
Credit to: https://nosweatshakespeare.com/blog/misquoting-Shakespeare/ 
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Local Organisations supporting Bacchus Marsh U3A Inc. 

Fifty years ago your car user manual advised topping up your battery fluid with distilled water… 

These days the manual says: “Don’t drink the battery fluid!”  No, we’re not getting smarter.   

Courtesy Anonymous 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 

Need Help with your Computer, iPad or Mobile Phone? 

From Wednesday 7th September 2022, the Lerder-

derg Library in Main Street Bacchus Marsh will hold free 

Tech Help sessions every Wednesday from  9 am to 12 

noon. Book at 5366 7100 . 

Bring your own device (laptop or mobile phone) or borrow 

an iPad from the Library.  

This is a real opportunity to upgrade your computer skills by 

learning from experienced users 

Image courtesy of freeclipartnow.com 

Garden Group plans for Spring and Summer 

Garden Group is starting up again in time for Spring and Summer 
activities.   

Anyone interested in these activities can attend at Rosa’s place on 
Friday 16th September at 11.30am for a swap of seeds, seed-
lings or produce. 

Please bring a small plate to share for lunch (sandwiches or some-
thing sweet)  and we can plan upcoming  garden visits.  

For further details or  enquiries,  

contact Mazi on 0409 245 881 or 

Rosa on 0405 588 048. 

 

 

 

Images by Dorothy Wallis, Artist and member of the Garden Group 

http://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/
http://darleylearning.com/
https://www.thevillagebacchus.com.au/
http://vmch.com.au/services/retirement-living/providence-village/
http://apple985fm.com.au/
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Economic Data that matters. 
The following two graphs are Population Pyramids. They show percentages of Australia’s population by 

age group, oldest at top, youngest at bottom.. The first graph is for 1970, the second for 2020. Note the 

difference in shapes that 50 years make. In 1970, there were big slabs of young people about to enter the 

workforce. That’s not the case in 2020.  And the 2020 graph shows a larger percentage ready to retire. 

What does that mean for the Australian economy?  A shortage of workers now and in future.  

And that’s what the news headlines are telling us. Although the COVID pandemic may have caused many 

workers to re-evaluate their work-life balance, the brutal fact of a structural change in the workforce age 

profile was always there, underlying the workings of the economy. It been called the “ageing population cri-

sis” and sometimes the “population time-bomb” (but that’s more to do with the size of the global population.  

The compulsory superannuation schemes that started in 1992 are driven by the realities of the population 

profile.  That’s also why the term “aged pension” has been replaced by “income supplement”.  And why the 

official retirement age has been pushed out time and again. Despite the expectations of many retirees, the 

aged pension is no longer regarded by the government (of either persuasion) as an “entitlement”.  Welcome 

to the new realities.  Quick fixes would be more working visas and/or immigration. Or working robots? 

Data and Graphs courtesy of populationpyramid.net 
 Story by John Spain 

 
This story  reflects the opinions of the author and does not  reflect the views or opinions of Bacchus Marsh U3A Inc. 

Opinion Piece 

Want to express your views on economic topics? Like to discuss news items? Bacchus Marsh U3A 

runs the Discussion Group 10 am to 12 noon on the third Thursday of the month at the Lerderderg 

Library in Main Street Bacchus Marsh. The strict rule of the group is: “What is said in the group stays 

in the group.” No exceptions.  

 

The Discussion Group is led and moderated by Terry who is contactable on 0412 939 935 . 
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Thanks for recycling 

In Newsletter Issue #1 for this year we asked for plastic bottle tops and the 

little paper tags off teabags. We can report that some diligent U3A members 

were able to provide us with a quantity of such items. We, in turn, were able 

to hand the collected items to people who have new uses for them. Many 

thanks to those collectors! 

If you want to participate in this small project to increase recycling then all 

you need is a plastic bag. When the bag is nearly full you can drop it off at 

one of several locations: 

• Darley Neighbourhood House and Learning Centre in Jonathon Drive, 

Darley. Just leave at the reception desk. 

• The Moorabool Knitters group on Wednesday afternoons at the Lerderderg Library  in Main Street, 

Bacchus Marsh. Ask for Marianne. 

• Otherwise, text me, John Spain on 0468 453 340 and I will arrange a pickup. 

Seems like more and more members like to grab a cuppa and have a chat with 

other members. The last Coffee Club at “Bake ‘n Brew” in Main Street, Bac-

chus Marsh saw 20 members show up. Sharon is the person who organises 

this group. Phone 0407 480 207 

Come along an join the happy group on the first and third Wednesday of each 

month.  

Coffee Club breaking records! 

Seniors Festival 2022 
2022 will mark the 40th anniversary of the Seniors’ Festival in Victoria. It happens in October. 

If you’re online, visit https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/victorian-seniors-festival 

to get all the details. If not, pick up a printed copy of the Seniors Festi-

val program from the Lerderderg Library in Main Street, Bacchus 

Marsh. The 28-page booklet lists all the events happening across Victoria 

during October 2022 so you’ll find something in there to enjoy. 

At the time of publication , there are no local events planned for Bacchus 

Marsh or Moorabool Shire generally - a bit disappointing 

Watch out for BM U3A’s WATSON for the latest news about Seniors Festival  events. 

Image courtesy  www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au 


