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 Meet and Greet  5th February 

A dynamic start to the New Year 

 It was thrilling to not only greet old 

friends again but especially to see so 

many new faces who were welcomed at 

The Darley Neigbourhood House. 

Potential new members were introduced 

to some of the group leaders and were 

given an overview of what U3A Bacchus 

Marsh has to offer. The morning finished 

with the usual generous spread of 

refreshments. 

Above left Geoff pays his 

subscription to Treasurer Yvonne, 

helped by Jeni. 

Above right: Juanita welcomes Mary 

and John who are among the new 

enquirers. 

Left: some of the old friends and new 

friends who listen to President 

Adrian’s introduction to our various 

groups. 



Meet and Greet Opening Event continued. 

Above Pamela –The Doc, 

introduces her Science Group.  

Left: Lena tells about Meditation. 

Judy introduces the Quilting 

Group. 

Below: Members and visitors 

mingle over morning coffee. 



Address: 3304 Geelong Bacchus Marsh Rd, Balliang East, undercover 

in the garden.  

Let’s see what has survived the summer heat.  

Tea and coffee and sandwiches provided, but feel free to bring a (small) 

plate to share. All new and old members encouraged to come. 

For further information please contact Rosa on 0405588048. 

Garden Group 
We will be meeting on  

Friday 1st March 10am-2pm  

Coffee Club 

Meets at Baby Black  

at 10.30  

on Wednesday 6th March 

 Sharon 0407 480 207.   

REMINDER: Our Annual General Meeting  

takes place on Wednesday 13th March 10AM  

at Darley Neighbourhood House Jonathan Drive 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS: It would be much appreciated if each group would assign a 

correspondent to send items for the newsletter. 

Has your group done something new? Gone somewhere interesting? Read a good book? Taken 

some photos? 

Ideally the newsletter could go out by the 21st of the month with a deadline for items on the 15th 

if groups would kindly send items to be included 



Quiz 

1. Who was the Prime Minister of Australia through the Korean War? 

2. We have entered the Chinese year of the ...what? 

3. What was the name of Joanna Lumley’s character in the television series 

“Absolutely Fabulous”? 

4. Where, near Bacchus Marsh would you find Graham Dam? 

5. Name six Melbourne Metro Stations starting with D. 

6. What is the floral emblem of the Northern Territory? 

7. What is the cube root of 343? 

8. In which Shakespeare play is the line: “Uneasy is the head that wears a crown? 

9. Who won the Allan Border medal this month? 

10.In which opera is The Humming Chorus? 

The Second Monday Book Group  

gets stuck into the first book of the year. 

Pictured left to right: Jean, Reina, Kath, Bernice, Lyn, Davina, Pat and Jenni 



2
nd

 Monday Book Report – February 2019 

 

Christmas season reading for the 2
nd

 Monday Book Club was P.D. James’ sequel to 
Jane Austen’s much-loved novel, ‘Pride and Prejudice’.  

The tale of ‘Death Comes to Pemberley’ commences in 1803, 6 years into the 
marriage of Elizabeth and Darcy. Elizabeth has assumed with calm assurance the 
role of lady of the great house and peace and optimism are the order of the day. 
This peace is rudely shattered late one evening when Elizabeth’s wayward sister, 
Lydia, stumbles to the door in a state of hysteria. She screams that her disgraced 
and ostracised husband, Wickham, has been murdered in the nearby woods. The 
mystery slowly unfolds as Darcy and the family attempt to uncover the truth. 

 

The majority of the book group members reported that they had enjoyed the book 
overall, while one member couldn’t see the point in even attempting the read and 
two others found the novel tedious and long-winded in the extreme. Those who 
enjoyed the book welcomed the return to the lives and loves of the famous and well-
loved characters from ‘Pride and Prejudice’. Memories of Jane Austen’s book and 
the recent film version with Colin Firth had become somewhat intermingled, the film 
obviously having enhanced the enjoyment of the books of both Austen and P.D. 
James. The members who didn’t enjoy James’ book queried the whole notion of an 
author writing a sequel to another author’s highly successful work and suggested 
that James should have stayed with what she did best. 

 

Reactions of the group members to this book would indicate that we would 
recommend the work to those who harbour a strong connection to Austen’s 
characters and simply want more of the same. However, for those who are 
somewhat puzzled by the concept of this type of sequel and are not anxious to 
delve into the minutiae of daily life at Pemberley, we would suggest giving this one a 
miss. 

Davina Thank you Davina. 

We look forward to reports  

from the other book groups. 



Our Groups are up and running to welcome the new year. 

 French 

Jeanette  

and  

Jenny  

fly into  

French. 

Second 

Monday 

Book 

Group 

 

Jean 

and  

Reina 

belt 

Into  

books 



 Tai Chi 

 Jan leads her Tai 

Chi Group at 

Providence Hall to 

start another 

year’s valued 

activity.  

Thank you Helen 

for the pictures. 

 The appreciative Group poses below, left to right: Vittoria, Leader Jan, Lyn, Louise, 

Jan, Fay, Shirley and Norm.  

Insert: Our Tai Chi leader Jan in 

China on the right end in white. 



 Who’s Who in U3A   Our Tai Chi Leader 

Jan has moved through three stages since she grew up in 

Fairfield. The first stage was musical. Jan’s grandmother was an 

opera singer and her mother a pianist and her aunt and uncle 

were violinists. Jan and her sister used to fall asleep to the sound 

of their mother’s music. Jan learned classical piano while she was 

attending Fairfield Primary School and Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar.  

Jan’s second great interest was Cub Scouts from the time, as a 

teenage Girl Guide, the clergyman at her church asked her to lead 

the  Church of England Cub pack. Jan took to this with 

enthusiasm.  

Jan moved from ‘Bagheera’ to ‘Akala’ to spend the next thirty years from 1st Deepdene to 

‘Wantala’, District leader and a Cub Scout trainer of leaders. 

Jan’s next great interest has been Tai Chi, sparked initially by reading about it. 

She enrolled at the Celesial Tai Chi College, then in Box Hill, under the Grand Master Eng Chor 

Khor and Chin Min Liam. A highlight of Jan’s dedication to Tai Chi was going with a group from the 

Tai Chi college to visit China, twice, in 1998 and 2001, an experience that Jan will treasure always. 

Jan has been sharing her decades long Tai Chi experience with appreciative members of our 

Bacchus Marsh U3A.  

After leaving school Jan wanted to be a vet but was advised against it as ‘ladies aren’t vets’. That 

was unhelpful advice as Jan would have been a great vet. However, upon reflection, Jan realizes 

that she would have found it hard to put animals down. Jan adores her dogs, Bronzi and Louie.  

Instead she attended Swinburne Secretarial College and fulfilled a career as an accomplished 

secretary for a firm in Port Melbourne. 

Around this time Jan travelled to Europe. She spent time in England and tried skiing in Austria.   

Jan has lived in Heidelberg, South Morang and Doncaster before moving to Bacchus Marsh 

thirteen years ago with partner Alex, originally from Yorkshire.   

Jan was glad to have studied reiki with Lena who is currently offering a meditation course through 

U3A. 

Jan is one of our very much valued leaders and we thank her for passing on her expertise with us. 

Quiz answers 

1. Robert Menzies 

2. Pig 

3. Patsy Stone 

4. Lerderderg Gorge Walk 

5. Dandenong, Darebin,    

Darling, Dennis, Diamond 

Creek, Diggers Rest 

6. Sturt’s Desert Rose 

7. 7 

8. Henry The Fourth, Part 2,  

9. Pat Cummings 

10. Madame Butterfly 


