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A large, friendly  crowd filled the hall and the supper room to be informed 

about the wide variety of services available for the benefit of local seniors. 

Pictured: John, an inquirer, is greeted by, Arian and John standing behind and 

Juanita and Norm, seated in front. 

Insert:  Some members of the Mah Jong Group participated in the display of our 

U3A activities.  Pictured left to right: Sherrill, Jan and Margaret 

The 

Seniors’ 

Week  

Expo 

Bacchus Marsh U3A was represented at this 

year’s Expo at the Public Hall. 
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 A Sad Farewell to Roger Rivenell,                                

our  French and German Teacher 

Members of the language groups were shocked and saddened to learn of the 

sudden passing, on the 9th of October,  of their teacher, Roger, a highly skilled 

language teacher who generously shared his experience and his expertize with 

those who appreciated his knowledge of both French and German languages . 

Our U3A committee and members extend sincere sympathy to Roger’s wife, 

Julie, and to all their family members and friends  

 Our Group Leaders 

met with the 

Committee             

on the 13th of 

September              

to share updates on 

the progress of our 

various groups. 
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 Quiz 

1. What slogan is written on the side of Qantas planes? 

2. Which was the first non Victorian team to win an AFL premiership? 

3.  How many of the 11 countries with only 4 letters can you name? 

4. Fiona Petten is the leader of which political party? 

5. What meat is used in the appetiser devils on horseback? 

6. Write 143 in Roman ln numerals. 

7. What is the most abundant element in the human body? 

8. Who was the female lead in the 1942 film Casablanca’? 

9. Who painted The Birth of Venus? 

10. Who wrote ‘Eine kleine Nachtmusik ’ (A little night music)?                                                               

 The Brush up your Shakespeare Group  

After our enjoyment of “Hamlet” and a short 

holiday break we have begun reading and 

discussing “As you like it.”  

Our leader Geoff  enjoyed another trip to 

India and came back dressed to rule.  

The Shakespeare Group meets at the library 

on Wednesdays from 1.45 until 3 PM.  

Contact Geoff: 0400 367 288 

Youthfulness  is 

when you’re 

allowed to stay up 

late on New Year’s 

Eve. 

Retirement age is 

when you’re forced 

to.          Bill Vaughan 



 4 

Mah Jong Group 

The Mah Jong Group meets weekly                     

on Thursdays, 1.00 to 3.30                           

at Darley Neighbourhood House 

Contact  Elaine 0400 052 857  

 

Pictured on the 29th of August: 

Above Left to right: Margaret, 

Barbara, Elaine, and Marjorie. 

Right: L. to R. Jan, Sherrill  and 

Lynn 

Games Group 

  Members and friends met on the 

24th of September: Pictured L to R   

Anice, Pam, Ian, Christine and Barbara 

Pictured right: L to R Ian, Christine, 

Barbara, Pam and Anice.  
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The Coffee Club 

Pictured at the Jolly Miller on the 4th of September left to right: Peter, Anneli, Sharon, Juanita, Judy, Anice, 

Brenda, Lynn and David.. Thank you Terry for the photograph..  

Grease 

Some of our members 

enjoyed the local production 

of Grease. 

Pictured left: Adrian, Helen 

and Marg 

Right: Judy and Brenda.  

Film Trip 
On Thursday the 26th of September, a group of 9 people left Bacchus Marsh, via the later train, due to a 
cancellation; that took us to Ballarat!! We were a mixed group of excited folk; anticipating an enjoyable trip 
preceding the Movie " Ride like a Girl". 
We were all impressed with the Venue and sat down in very comfortable "armchairs!"  Well our anticipa-
tion was met with, an excellent story, some sadness, much laughter, and excellent performances from all 
the actors. 
To complete our adventure of the Melbourne Cup, we also experienced a delightful and very tasty lunch at 
the Theatre's Café, served by efficient and friendly staff. 
Thank you to Sharon Moore, for arranging a super trip for those of us who enjoyed the day immensely.  We 
look forward to another outing sometime in the future.    
                                                                                                                           Thank you, Juanita for that report.   
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The Garden Group  

On the 20th of September members took a trip to Roraina Nursery in Lara.                       

Left clockwise: 

Ian, Mazi, 

Grayse, Elaine, 

Wendy and 

Juanita. 

 

Above: Grayse and Elaine 

Below: Ian’s creative take on 

the outing. 

Right and below: Grayse gets 

close up to a cuddly cactus and 

a sociable serpent. 

A couple of the impressive 

displays at Roraina. 

Thanks Wendy and Ian for 

the pictures 
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The Garden Group enjoyed a trip to Lamley Garden at Ascot on the 17th October 

Followed by lunch at Creswick 

Thanks Wendy, for the lovely pictures. 
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Who’s Who in U3A: Peter Rickards 

I was born 1934 at Weedon, England. My dad was in the Royal 
Artillery. His dad and his grand-dad were gunners as well.1939 
we moved to India were I learned to ride my own pony. 

 
Dad’s regiment was sent to fight in the North African campaign 
in1940.He was badly wounded and taken a prisoner in the 
defence of Tobruk in1942. He was later killed in an allied raid on 
the hospital  POW camp in Milan, Italy.  

All the families were shipped back to England from India in a convoy protected by the Royal 
Navy across the Indian Ocean and around TheCape Good Hope, where we were attacked by 
a German U boat. We reached England and my destiny was clear. Primary school, Prep 
school, Wellington College followed by Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.  
 
In 1954 at the R.M.A, Sandhurst I was awarded the Queen’s Commission as a second 
lieutenant in the Royal Artillery. After training as a paratrooper and regimental service I was 
appointed ADC to the OC Troops in Gibraltar. By then I spoke German and French reasonably 
well and being stationed in Gibraltar enabled me to pick up a bit of Spanish.  
 
After a NATO assignment with the French army at Nimes in the South of France I returned to 
England in 1957. I left the army in 1960 and took employment with a British company in 
Lagos Nigeria, and worked in the English and French speaking territories in West Africa. In 
1960 The Company wanted me to sell a computer known as “Leo” to manage to the 
Nigerian Railways. This was my introduction to computers. 
 
I had met my future wife in England before I left to Nigeria. We were married in Helsinki 
1961 and she followed me to Nigeria. Our first son was born in Lagos, Nigeria. 
 
In late 1962 we moved to England to run a family business which was started by my 
grandfather in 1895. After 5 years and birth of a second son we decided to sell the business 
and move to sunny Australia. We arrived to Fremantle on the 14th of October 1967.We 
bought a house in Applecross, a well established suburb on the banks of Swan river. I got a 
job within three days of arriving. 
 
My job with the Shell Company took me all over WA for a period of five years.I then joined 
the AIM as a training consultant in 1973.This led to me travelling all over WA mainly running 
management and senior executive training courses for manufactures and mining 
companies.  
I started studying a Master’s degree focusing on Strategic Human Resource Management.  
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Peter Rickards, continued  
 
This was planned to progress to a PhD.In 1979 The  Myer Emporium were looking around the 
world for someone to set up a new strategic plan for management development using their 
Target Australia subsidiary as the test case. I realized his was just the job for me!  I was with 
Target until 1989. 
 
During this time, we purchased 42 acres in Geelong and had a herd of Angora goats.Anneli 
established a weaving studio on the farm. We grew flax (for linen) and Mohair. 
In 2000 we moved to Werribee and had a beautiful house built by the Lollipop Creek. The 
land was Aboriginal historically sensitive and this stimulated our interest in Australian 
Aboriginal history. 
In 2016 we moved to Bellbrook Gardens Country Club Life Style Village in Bacchus Marsh. We 
found Bacchus Marsh still retains a lively and friendly country village ambience. We soon 
made contact with U3A and discovered the wonderful welcoming open minded people.U3A 
offers many interesting courses and activities as well as social happenings and one feels part 
of U3A family.. 

Left Peter in the 

uniform of the  

Royal Artillery 

 

Right:  Peter 

dressed in African 

(Yoruba) outfit 

with his first son  
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Quiz Answers 

1. Spirit of Australia 

2. West Coast Eagles in 1992 

3. Chad, Cuba,Fiji, Iran, Iraq, 

Laos, Mali, Niue, Oman, 

Peru, Togo 

4. The Victorian Reason 

Party  

5. Bacon 

6. CXLIII 

7. Oxygen 

8. Ingrid Bergman 

9. Sandro Botticelli 

10. Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart 

 

 

 

Peter Rickards, V.I.P. in corporate enterprise  

Proper Aussie Farmer, Peter,           

with Angora goats  


