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A large number of us enjoyed our End of Year Christmas Dinner
at Stoney’s Hotel on December the 6th.
Thanks to Sharon and Helen
who organised the much appreciated event.
We filled 3 tables

Maura and Bill

Right, just a few of the
happy faces: Lila, Sue,
Faye, Jan, Don, Alex, Jan,
and Toni.

John
And
Adrian
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Left: Anice, Yvonne and Jackie.
Below: Mazi, Doug, Rosa and
Marg

Our Break Up Dinner
Above: Juanita and Dot.
Right Eileen, Frank and Ann.

Left: Marjorie, Louise, Wendy, Helen
and Laurel.
Below: Lively chat created a happy
buzz .
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Christmas Quiz
1. In the book, “A Christmas Carol” what was the first name of Scrooge?
2. In the song, “Twelve Days of Christmas” what was given on the 7th day?
3. Which book of the Bible tells of wise men travelling to see the baby Jesus?
4. Who kept time with the Little Drummer Boy?
5. What is the name of the little girl in most versions of “The Nutcracker”
6. What colour is The Grinch?
7. Name Santa’s 8 reindeers.
8. Elvis Presley recorded what sad song in the 1950s?
9. In the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” what happened every time a bell rang?
10. In the movie “Home Alone” where are the McCallisters going on vacation when they
leave Kevin behind?

Below: The Brush up Your Shakespeare Group ended the year with lunch at Mona’s.
Pictured: Leader Geoff, Margaret S. Margaret M. Judy, Irene, Merryn, Russell and Shirley. It
was a delight to see Shirley back with the group after her very long illness.
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QUILT MAKERS 10th ANNIVERSARY
On the 14th of October, the leader of the
Quilt makers, Judy Alcock, welcomed
friends and supporters to the celebration
of the tenth anniversary of our Bacchus
Marsh U3A Quilt Makers’ prodigious
endeavours. Judy, herself a foundation
member of our local U3A listed the many
industrious members who over the ten
years created a total of 678 quilts as gifts
to individual patients at the Royal
Children’s Hospital and to needy children
through other agencies such as Children
and Family Services. Between them, our
quilt makers’ average output is around 70
to 80 quilts each year.
The average worth of each quilt has been
set at $175 by Victorian Quilters inc who
deliver the quilts into the wards at the
hospital. This puts the value of our
donated quilts, over the ten years at
around $118,650.

One of the quilt makers, who made four
quilts, in effect donated $700 worth of
quilts to the Children's Hospital.
The group thrives on generous donations
of fabric which are always gratefully
received. Members enjoy the challenges
of making up the many and varied
patterns as well as the social interaction
and friendships gained through
participation.
Judy showed the gathering the various
sizes and colourful patterns of the quilts
on display.
President Adrian presented Judy with a
10 year certificate of appreciation for her
dedicated involvement in ensuring the
group’s success.
Everyone enjoyed the delightful morning
tea which was included in the
celebration.

Pictured left to
right,
Terese, Jan,
Liz, Liz and
Judy
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QUILT MAKERS 10th ANNIVERSARY

Top left: President
Adrian presents Judy
Alcock with a
certificate in honour
of ten amazing years
of quilt making,
looked on by Liz.
Above: Judy describes
the various sizes and
patterns
Above: Those who attended the celebration were
treated to a display of the many colours and
patterns created and achieved by the quilt making
team. Left to right: Liz, Liz and Judy.
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Who’s Who in U3A Judy Alcock, Leader of the Quilt Makers
I was a War Baby, born in Melbourne in 1942, with a brother
4½ years older. Dad was a dentist & administrator; a good
salary makes a comfortable life. Mum was a typical middle
class housewife caring for family and home.
We lived in East Malvern, postal district SE5, phone number
UL3386 – it’s funny the things you remember! There was a
dairy down at the corner (which became Dairy Bell Ice Cream
in the 1950s) complete with stables for the draft horses. Milk,
bread and ice were all delivered by horse & cart in my early
years, and the ladies in Belgrave Road were quite competitive
with bucket & spade to scoop up the occasional manure
deposit for their gardens.
In that era you left your empty bottles at the front gate for
milk delivery and a tin on the front veranda with a note & the
money for your bread. Back doors were left unlocked by day
so you mostly went round the back and cooee-ed for
attention. Ration books continued into the late 40s. Mum had
a great relationship with a couple of older neighbours, single
ladies who loved their tea. She traded tea coupons for butter
ones and regularly baked cakes & cookies for us.
From an early age I’d go by myself to the local shops for Mum
with the coupons, coins & shopping list in my pocket and a
string bag for purchases. There was also a Lending Library &
Bookshop; I’d call into to collect books for Mum & Dad & have
a chat with the lady. She’d let me know when a Famous Five
was due – I needed time to save up that 9/6 for the next
adventure.
Saturday morning Dad & I would go to get the paper plus a
Phantom comic for him, Superman for me and a Donald Duck
for all of us.
We walked everywhere local – to shops, neighbours, Church,
friends & the train, all within a mile. Mum & Dad’s families
were in Coburg, a two train excursion to visit grandparents,
aunts & cousins, which Mum and I did regularly. Of course hats
& gloves were standard for these outings or for ‘going to
town’ (Melbourne CBD)
Great excitement in 1949 when we got a car, a green Standard
Vanguard NJ846. Later I learned to drive & got my licence on
my 18th birthday in ‘Stanley’.
My eyesight was never good. At age 7 I had surgery to correct
a squint, an operation with only a 40% success rate so a brave
decision for my parents.

I was lucky, it was a good cosmetic fix – it’s good to look
‘normal’ – but I’m essentially monocular, don’t see things 3D
and judging distances is a skill learned with time. Ross likes
watching me pour a drink; apparently it’s never into the
middle of the cup. At least it does go IN the cup; it was hit &
miss when I was little!
Mum had been hooked out of school in Year 8 to help at home
when her mother had the 5th baby. She was very keen for me
to have education opportunities. Of course, “a University
degree is useful in case your husband is run over by a bus and
you have to become the breadwinner.” You have to love all
the assumptions embedded there! My Arts Degree at
Melbourne Uni was a totally engaging set of studies for me:
French, Italian, Modern History, some Psychology &
Philosophy.
Ross & I started going out when I was 17. Turned out he was
“the one”. We got married in 1964. Our daughter Kim arrived
in 1966, our son Sean in 1969. It was still accepted (expected
around my extended family) that you’d be at home while your
children were little. My life was shaped by what Ross was
doing and I was busy with the children, Mothers’ Club, friends
& my usual hobbies: reading, knitting, dressmaking and
making curtains as we moved around.
1967-1975: Box Hill, Ross was a motor mechanic then teacher
at Melbourne Grammar.
1975-1982: Woodend, Ross was running the Melbourne
Grammar School Camp.
In 1980 I started teaching at Sacred Heart College, Kyneton,
with temporary teaching registration while I did my Dip Ed by
correspondence through the Gippsland Institute of Advanced
Education (GIAE) at Churchill – hard work but I really enjoyed
the return to studying. I also felt it didn’t hurt for our children
to see that you can get qualifications later in life.
1983-1999: Caulfield, with Ross teaching at Grammar, me at
Korowa Anglican Girls’ School teaching history, English, junior
maths and in charge of the inter-school debating teams.
Korowa was just as nice a place to teach in as it had been for
my own schooling.
In the 90s I moved into TAFE, teaching English & Survival
Maths (Arithmetic & wordy problem solving) to adults. It was
such a pleasure to work with these mature age ESL students
who were so thirsty to learn.
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Who’s Who in U3A Judy Alcock continued.

In the early 90s Ross & a partner set up a successful business
installing & servicing computer networks in schools.

She needs high level care a lot of the time so she and her
husband have lived in Aged Care in Melton since 2011.

1999-2006: Indented Head near Port Arlington on the
Bellarine Peninsula. ‘Retirement’.
It’s easy to like waterfront living, looking across the Bay to
Melbourne. Local mussels and produce from our garden
added to the pleasure of eating out on our balcony.

2009: In Term 4 I started a Quilt Making Group for the newly
formed U3A here in Bacchus Marsh. This offered the
opportunity to build skills & learn as we make quilts for The
Royal Children’s Hospital. We’ve just celebrated our 10th
Anniversary (See the report and photos on previous pages–
ed).

People inevitably discovered Ross’s computer skills and he
collected a number of clients in the Geelong area. I bought a
smart sewing machine and joined a local Patchwork group –
and look where that has taken me!
We’ve had terrific trips overseas. 1987 & 1992 to Italy,
Greece & Egypt with school groups from Korowa. 1995 &
1997 to England & France. 2002 to celebrate my 60th. 2006
to France (to buy the wedding gift, we joke) & Thailand for a
wedding. It was utter joy to have opportunities to speak
French & Italian with locals.
2006-2019: Bacchus Marsh to be near our 3 grandchildren &
helpful while they were little & primary school age. For a
couple of years Monday was Toby Day.
It is a sadness that our daughter Kim doesn’t enjoy good
health. She has dialysis because of kidney failure, and
Parkinson’s Disease.

In 2016, with Ross’s legs failing, we moved from our
increasingly impractical split level house in Margaret Drive
into one of the new builds in Providence Retirement Village.
We have 3 bedrooms & a double garage – one bedroom is a
sewing room, and my big quilting machine on its frame
shares the garage with our car, so my patchwork continues
to thrive.
At 77 years of age I am lucky to have good health. I enjoy
Ross’s company, watching many a TV program together, time
with our children & grandchildren, catching up with friends
and my long standing hobbies of reading, bread baking,
sewing, knitting and, recently, playing the ukulele.
Judy Alcock
December 2019

Above left: Ross and Judy in 1962;
Above right: 1987 in Italy, we are admiring a beautiful pair of Florence plates (far too expensive to buy!) The words on the man
plate: “Io ti amerò sempre.” / “I will love you forever.” The words on the lady plate: “Tu sei la mia speranza.” / “You are my
hope.”
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The Discussion Group ended their year with coffee at Bacchus Bakery.
Pictured, Jean, Sue, Sharon, Ivy and John. Thanks Terry for the photo.

Above: The Singing for Fun Group ended the year with carols. Thanks Ian for the picture.
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THE GARDEN GROUP
We had a big crowd on the 28th November for Juanita’s demonstration on flower
arrangement. Lunch was also wonderful.
Next year our garden group will organize an activity for flower arrangement. Everyone brings
own pot/jar/vase and materials to share and enjoy the making.
What a wonderful year we had from u3a garden group. Lots of fun and learning.
See you next year! Wendy
Thanks Wendy, also for the photos.

Brenda, Anneli, Margaret, Ian , Christine, Helen, Grayse, Rosa, Ruth, Lila, Bernice, Mazi and
Wendy.
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7. Dasher, Dancer,
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid,
Donner and Blitzen (the spelling
varies).

2. Seven swans a-swimming

6. Green

1. Ebenezer

5. Clara

Quiz Answers:

3. Matthew
4. The ox and lamb

8. Blue Christmas
9. An angel gets his wings
10. Paris

Thanks Wendy for the photos.
The Garden Group’s Floral
Arrangement Day at Juanita’s .
Pictured Grayse and Juanita.

