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Juanita contributed this photo of the beautiful sunset
that she could see whilst doing the dishes up on the hill at Merrimu.

It was a slow start to the year after last year’s Covid disruptions but we’re up
and running again with our groups gaining momentum, welcoming new
members and adjusting to some changes of venues. It is so good to be back
together again.

AGM Reminder
on Wednesday 23rd June at 10 AM
at The Public Hall Supper Room Main Street
to hear yearly reviews from Activity Leaders; Committee elections;
and complimentary morning tea. See you there!
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The Garden Group
Our keen gardeners got us off to a good, post-lock down year with a trip to the Ballarat
Begonia Festival on the 19th of March. “We car pooled for the journey on a fine, sunny day.
After our walk through the magnificent Botanical gardens and the amazing begonias in the
pavilion we took a route through the busts of past prime ministers to the café across the
road for lunch. We had a great day.” Thanks Helen

Pictured left to right: Helen,
Elaine, Dot , Juanita, Marg,
Mazi, Anneli, Sue and Jenny.

The Garden Group gathers on the 3rd Thursday
of the month from 10-12. Venues vary– check the
website for updates. Thanks Helen and Mazi for
the pictures.
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Our Committee
Our committee has served us well through the Covid disruptions. Now they are looking
forward to seeing us all at the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 23rd of June at 10AM
for Reports, also the Election of Office Bearers and Committee members for the year ahead.

Some of the members of the committee pictured deep
in discussion on the 14th of April.
Top Marie, Jan, President Helen,
Treasurer Yvonne and Anneli.
Left: Juanita and Marie.

The May Garden Group Activity will be on the 28th from 11AM
at Rosa’s Place: 3304 Geelong/Bacchus Marsh Road Balliang East
This will be a Participants’ Swap Day. Members are invited to bring plants, cuttings,
vegetables, seeds, bulbs and anything else you’d like to share from your garden.
We will provide soup and sausage with bread for lunch.
You can bring a slice for coffee if you like.
Contact for further information: Mazi 0409 245 881, email: mazimcb@hotmail.com
Rosa 0405 558 048 or Wendy 0411 889 129
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Quiz
1. What kind of animal was Bambi’s friend ‘Thumper’?
2. In Greek mythology, what was Medusa’s hair made of?
3. Sn is the chemical symbol for which common metallic substance?
4. On which sea would you find the ports Sochi and Varna?
5. Who wrote the novel, “The Picture of Dorian Gray”?
6. Winston Churchill was born at which English palace?
7. What is the most common volcanic rock on Earth?
8. Which AFL club’s nickname was inspired by an influx of players from WA in the 1930s?
9. Michael Hutchence was best known as the lead singer of which band?
10. Who sculptured ‘The Thinker’?

Listen out to our local radio Apple FM 98.5, especially some Thursdays
at 10:00 AM for U3A activity updates and insights into what’s happening among
our groups.
Committee member
John was recently
interviewed on our
local radio station
by Presenter
Rockabilly Karoline.
John gave a good
account of our
various BM U3A
groups.
Geoff and Margaret
followed more
recently
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Coffee Club

The Coffee Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 10.30 AM
for coffee/tea and a chat. Venues vary across our local cafes.
See year calendar or Contact Sharon 0407 480 207 Thanks Terry for the photos.
June locations:
1st Wednesday, 2nd: Village Shopping Centre food court (choice of coffee outlets)
3nd Wednesday, 16th: Lolas - cnr of Main and Grant Streets (big roundabout)

Can you guess what Grandma used this kitchen
gadget for? It’s about 7 inches long and was made
of cast iron. John Spain has sent this picture puzzle
of a corroded household item.
Answer with Quiz answers.
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The Shakespeare Group
The Group that was known as: Brush Up Your Shakespeare branched out this year to the
presentation and discussion of poetry, before going back to Shakespeare, currently to
discuss “The Tempest”. The group is open to the exploration of other playwrights, ancient
and modern.
The Group’s leader, Geoff whetted our enthusiasm by beginning the year with John Donne.
Participants took up the challenge, taking it in turns, week by week, to present their own
favourite writers, including Judith Wright, C. J. Dennis, John O’Brien (P.J. Hartingan), Henry
Lawson, T.S. Elliot, Rudyard Kipling, Mary Gilmore, Oodgeroo Noonuccal (Kath Walker),
Thomas Hardy, Andrew Marvell, Percy Shelly, John Keats, D.H. Lawrence, Alfred Lord
Tennyson and that prolific poet “Anon”.
Davina brought us ancient Chinese verses from the T’ang period. Peter produced lines from
the much loved ‘Rubaiyat’ of Omar Khayyam: “A book of verses underneath the bough, A
jug of wine, a loaf of bread —and Thou, Beside me singing in the wilderness, Oh Wilderness
were Paradise now!” Geoff challenged participants to compose a poem about ‘Fire’.
Margaret obliged with her matchless composition
Once day is done, night’s blanket falls apace,
Horizon glows fierce red in golden space.
Around us gentle darkness wraps its arms
And whirling planets shower us with grace.

On earth below we huddle round the fire

The Poetry and Plays Group meets at
the library for an hour, from 1PM on
Wednesdays at a cost of $4 each for
the hire of James Young 2 room.
For details Contact Geoff 0400 367 288,

As hissing logs shoot sparks up in a spire.
Our hopes and dreams are carried with their flight
In fireside glow their song becomes a choir.
With tortured twists twigs sputter bright and bold.
In gold and black their messages unfold.
They tease us with a truth we strive to grasp.
In firelight rings are age-old fables told.
Margaret Simpson 2021
Pictured right
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Plays and Poetry continued:
Leader Geoff pictured in happier, pre-Covid
days, on his return from a trip to India.

Alfred Lord Tennyson, ‘The Eagle’
He clasps the crag with crooked hands;
Close to the sun in lonely lands,
Ringed with the azure world, he stands.
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;
He watches from his mountain walls,
And like a thunderbolt he falls.

The Flames of Desire
It had all been planned but just as they were ready

Late 9th Century Wang Chai

A sheepish smile betrayed some doubt.

You are on duty at the Hilio Pass,

“Can’t you find it?” breathed Justine.

I am here in Wu,
The west wind blows on me,

“We can’t do it without that.
You said you would bring one.” she complained

And I am anxious for you.

And continued “I’m ready, but there’s not much
time.”

For one line of this letter

His masculine assurance so undermined

There are a thousand lines of tears.

He mumbled apologetically

When winter reaches you,

“I wasn’t sure if you’d want to.”

Will your warm clothes have reached
you?

And fumbled through his pockets.
His body swelled and his hand reached out.
They smiled at what he held.

Awake! For morning in the bowl of night
Has flung the stone that puts the stars to
flight:

Their bodies moved closer
To consummate the contact
Behind the tawdry shelter shed she puckered up
And while no one looked

And Lo! The Hunter of the East has caught

He gave her what she wanted

The Sultan’s turret in a noose of Light.

And her cigarette was lit.

Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam

Geoff Camm 1985
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Who’s Who in U3A:
Marie Dempsey

Marie spent her childhood with four older brothers on their parents’ farm at Mooroopna
North. She had the one teacher all her way through the Mooroopna North Primary School
as one of only fifteen students, before travelling to and fro by school bus to attend
Shepparton High School.
A life-long book-keeping vocation was launched when Marie left school to work as a clerk
at the Commercial Bank. From there she never had trouble finding employment as a book
keeper, firstly close to relatives in Queensland when she worked for six months in
Brisbane, before returning to work for various companies in and around Melbourne, then
eventually taking on her own clients.
For a while before marriage and children Marie was wonderfully housed at the Princess
Mary Club (Hostel) for Young ladies in Lonsdale Street. She is still friends with her roommate from those days, even honoured to be her bride’s maid.
Apart from a short time at home, welcoming son Matt and daughter Yasmin, Marie was
soon back to fulfilling her lengthy book-keeping career, even now, still appreciated by a
couple of current clients.
Marie loves line-dancing, so much so she was able to keep it up on- line through the Covid
lock-down. She loved visiting New Zealand, particularly the South Island. Also, being
technically skilled, she finds much pleasure in reading books on-line, in the company of her
two cats: Cha Cho and Fuchsia.
Since moving to Bacchus Marsh two years ago from Maidstone where she lived for around
fifty years, Marie appreciates her U3A connections in The Thursday Book Group, The
Coffee Club and The Discussion Group.
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FRENCH
Pictured: Some of the members of the French
Group. Left to right: Leader Lyn, Jeanette,
Nola and Adrian.
The group meets on Monday mornings.
Contact Lyn: 0488 588 011 for details.

Picture Puzzle: Householders in Grandma’s day needed a handle to remove and replace the
circular lids on top of their wood burning stoves. Perhaps you remember needing to use
one. It just goes to show that if you keep a thing long enough it will come in handy one day.
6. Blenheim Palace
5. Oscar Wilde
4. The Black Sea
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10. Auguste Rodin

3. Tin

9. INXS

2. Snakes

8. (Sydney) Swans

1. A rabbit

7. Basalt

Quiz answers:

